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The Scholars and “Repetition”

WU Xinmiao
( Department of Drama and Literature, National Academy of Chinese Theatre Arts, Beijing 10073)

Abstract: There are many ‘repetitions” in The Scholars, which is unique in Chinese classical novels. Wu
Jingzi intentionally uses various ‘repetition” techniques to describe the customs, portray the characters, and
express the multiple themes implicitly or explicitly. The ‘“repetition” has become a channel for readers to ob-
tain more text information, hence a key to comprehending the more intricate meaning of The Scholars. At the
same time, the repetition between The Scholars, The Book of Songs and Wen Mu Shan Fang Shi Shuo pro—
vides a new perspective for us to understand the internal structure of the novel.

Key words: Wu Jingzi; The Scholars; repetition
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